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Adult Support Group 
Saturday, January 12, 10 a.m.

  
We meet once a month to share what's
on our hearts and support each other
confidentially. Facilitated by Lee Cruise.

The Neighbor 
January 2019 

NEWSLETTER OF THE ORINDA COMMUNITY CHURCH

Jim's Reflection
 
January is an exciting time in the life of the church.
We have just moved through the beauty and
celebration of Advent and Christmas, and we now
enter a new year, with all the possibility it brings.
Rainer Maria Rilke has a quote that I love:
"And now we welcome the new year. Full of things
that have never been."
 
2019 is a year that brings both opportunity and
challenge for us as a church community; and they
are truly linked. There are many ways our church
can minister to one another, and the world, creating
things that have never been. Our challenge is to
figure out how we will make these dreams a reality,
both with volunteers and paid staff.

As the Stewardship Campaign wraps up, the
commitment to the ministry of the church - shown
through the generosity of financial pledges - has
been inspiring. We are a congregation who believes
in our mission and ministry.

Meanwhile, our Search Committee has been in the
process of interviewing candidates for a half-time
Associate Minister position, and is excited about
what could be. During these next weeks, we will
have conversations about what this means for our
budget, funding possibilities, and what it means to
covenant with an incoming minister.

There is much good happening here at O.C.C., and
much more we can do. There are dreams and gifts
in each member, and it is exciting to think about
what can be.
 

http://orindacommunitychurch.org
http://orindacommunitychurch.org
http://www.orindacommunitychurch.org/new-page-2/
https://www.cardonationservices.com/165/donate-a-car-Orinda-Community-Church/
https://www.pushpay.com/pay/orindachurch
http://orindachurch.org


Finances

There will be a Budget Review meeting
after church on Sunday, January 13 in
the Fireside Room. 

 
Senior's Luncheons (65+ Club)

Monday, Jan. 14,  noon 

We gather for lunch, coupled with a time of
conversation, fun, and learning.
RSVP to Rev. Jim Brommers Bergquist,
jim@orindachurch.org. Lunch is provided,
and a $5 donation is requested. 

 
 

Our first gathering of the new year will be
Thursday, Jan. 17th, when Men's Group
will be the team to serve the meal at
Winter Nights. (if you be willing to head
this up, email jim@orindachurch.org)

Women of Spirit
Fri., January 25, noon

Randi Long will share her inspiring 
spiritual journey, then the magical 
Amy Siu will take a leisurely
amount...of....time....to....talk....about...
"slow." :) You won't want to miss this
one!
12-12:30 social time and lunch, followed 
by 12:30-2pm gathering to include a
warm welcome, inspiring speakers,
discussion at table groups, and
sweet group closing.
Women of Spirit is a monthly gathering of
inclusive, curious women seeking
connection, shared learning and growth
with other women of diverse faith
traditions.  We are not affiliated with any
religious institution, and are open to all. 
For more info,
visit www.womenofspiritlamorinda.org

As you can see from this Neighbor, there is much
happening in the next couple months. One highlight
is our hosting of Winter Nights for the latter half of
January. This is such a special ministry, and thanks
to all who have signed up to help - and special
thanks to Lani Shepp for leading us through this
once again.
 
Thanks to all of you for all you bring to Orinda
Community Church. This past month once again
highlighted all the various ways that we are a cast of
many, and the many gifts that are a part of our
community.
 
Grateful for you,
Jim
 
On a personal note:
 
When I was 20-years-old, my left shoulder was
blown out during a football game, requiring
significant reconstructive surgery. Now, thirty years
later, the shoulder has worn out (torn rotator cuff
muscles, bone spurs, torn cartilage, etc.), and it's
time for a tune up. Hence, I will be having surgery on
January 17th, and then out for three weeks to
recuperate and heal.
 
Kurt Sunderbruch will preach on the 20th, I will
preach on the 27th as part of our Annual Meeting,
and Rev. Ruth Sandberg will preach and lead
worship for the first two Sundays of February. Ruth
will also fill in if pastoral care needs should arise.
 
I look forward to being back around after the 10th of
February, and the chance to do some work from
home while I mend.
 

Children & Youth and Families :
Costco Shopping for Winter Nights
Saturday, January 12   
We meet in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00
a.m., and get ready to have fun while
doing a good thing. Bring $ for lunch
(we'll be getting food and ice cream at
Costco when we're done shopping).

Winter Nights Volunteers
Needed
We need four volunteers to
help unpack Winter Nights
tents and supplies on
Monday, Jan. 14 at 10:00
am. If able, please contact
Rev. Jim or 
Lani Shepp.

We also need 2-3 volunteers



 

Book Group 
Sunday, February 17,

after church, Fireside Room
Our first book is: Daring Greatly by Brene
Brown, with discussion  The next will be
Franny and Zoey by J.D. Salinger, with
discussion on Sunday, March 24.

Food Bank
Sorting

 Monday, Feb. 25

Join others as we
travel to the
Alameda County

Community Food Bank for an afternoon of
sorting. We gather at church at 11:15
p.m., then carpool together for a lunch at
In-N-Out. Our shift is from 12:30-3:30 pm,
and we are back to church around 4:00
p.m. Questions: contact Rev. Jim
Brommers Bergquist at church, or
jim@orindachurch.org.

Council Minutes  

 
November Minutes here

AMAZON SMILE 
When you  shop 'w ith a Smile', Amazon donates
0.5% of the purchase price to Orinda Community

Church. Bookmark the link
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1322187 and

support us every time you shop. 

 

for packing up on Jan. 28.

Potluck and Program:
"Music and the Divine" - 
 with David Milnes
Sunday, January 13, 5:30 pm
Fellowship Hall

We gather around tables for a shared meal and
conversation, then move into a time of program.
For Potluck: 
A-H: Entree
I-P: Salad/Appetizer/Fruit 
Q-Z: Dessert. 

ANNUAL MEETING

  
The 80th Annual Meeting of  

The Orinda Community Church  
will take place on 

Sunday, January 27
after worship in the Sanctuary

Committee and Ministry Chairs, please have your
reports ready as a Word document by Jan. 21

(office@orindachurch.org).
Thank you for being timely!

 
All Senior High Students are invited to be part of the
Faith Exploration Program, which will be offered for the
months of January - May, 2019 (this program will
resemble what many know as Confirmation - but with a
twist).
Faith Exploration will be a combination of conversation,
service, community building, mentorship, fun, study,
field trips, and more. There will be an informational
meeting after worship on Sunday, Jan. 6 (in the
Fireside Room) for all high school students and their
parents. The program will end during the morning
worship service on Sunday, June 2nd.

Yosemite Weekend May 17-19

https://files.constantcontact.com/9849fb8e201/50ed14b0-842a-4470-8e1a-8774029f3a24.pdf
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1112006431881&a=1131892223119&ea=
http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1112006431881&p=oi
mailto:office@orindachurch.org


Reserve your Cabin Now!
Our annual trip to Yosemite is coming up!
We have reservations  units in Yosemite's rustic
Housekeeping Camp---a cross between car-camping
and a motel. Each unit/cabin sleeps up to 4 people.
We reserved 15 cabins, $250 each. 
This all-ages weekend includes fun free-time activities
on Saturday, a Saturday night cocktail party (please
bring an appetizer to share), and then fellowship and
singing around the campfire. And a church service by
the river on Sunday morning. 
To sign up, please get a check to the church office
(made out to "Orinda Community Church", with
"Yosemite" in the memo line) by March 31.  Simply let
us know how many cabins you want to reserve, your
name, and your email/phone #.  If you have friends
who you think would enjoy this weekend, feel free to
invite them to reserve a cabin.
Questions: talk to Rev. Jim, Craig Taatjes
(taatjes@earthling.net), or Allison Skidgel
(allison@skidgel.com).

Showing of the Documentary "Before the Flood"
Sunday, Feb. 3, after worship

  
Before the Flood (2016) presents a riveting account of
the dramatic changes now occurring around the world
due to climate change, as well as the actions we as
individuals and as a society can take to prevent
catastrophic disruption of life on our planet. 

"The film follows Leonardo DiCaprio, the Academy
Award-winning actor and United Nations Messenger of



Peace, as he travels to five continents and the Arctic
speaking to  scientists, world leaders, activists and
local residents to gain a deeper understanding of this
complex issue and investigate concrete solutions to the
most pressing environmental challenge of our time.
The core issues represented in this journey are broken
down into these categories:  fossil fuels, methane gas,
palm oil, geopolitical landscape and the U.S. political
landscape."

All-Church  Service Trip 
Back Bay Mission, Biloxi, MS
The week of June 9-15, 2019

In an effort to serve the world, support the U.C.C.,
and learn more about other parts of the world, we will
sending a group from Orinda Community Church for
a week of serving with Back Bay Mission, a United
Church of Christ ministry in the Gulf Coast.  We will
be part of a housing rehabilitation ministry, food
pantry, and day center, while learning about poverty
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. We will also have a
chance to explore the food and culture of the region,
with an extra day or two in New Orleans. 
 
Estimated cost to participants is $800.  Registration
forms and information will soon be on the O.C.C.
website, and some scholarship money is available. 
We hope to bring about 10-15 participants. 
 
For more information on cost and details, contact
Rev. Jim Brommers Bergquist (jim@orindachurch.
org). The trip is open to everyone ages 14 and older,
and more info is available at
www.thebackbaymission.org.
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