
In This Issue
Jim's Reflection
Sally Chappell Memorial Service
Candidating Weekend
Mardi Gras Party
Ash Wednesday
Lenten Book Study
A Worship Experiment
Children's Ministry
Yosemite Weekend
All-Church Summer Mission Trip
Green New Deal

PLEASE VISIT: 

OCC Home Page 

OCC Calendar

Listen to recent Sermons

Car Donations to OCC

Stay Connected

      

Seniors Lunch
Mon., March 11, noon

  
Join us for fellowship, 
discussion and lunch. 

Please bring $5 for the lunch.  

The Neighbor 
March2019 

NEWSLETTER OF THE ORINDA COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Jim's Reflection   

Dear Friends of O.C.C., 
These next couple days will be special ones in the life
of our church.  How great that we get to meet and
welcome a new minister to our community, and look
with excitement to what is next for our church.
 
There is much in this March Neighbor to celebrate,
and many times to celebrate together. The season of
Lent also gives us time to pause and reflect, to seek
to slow down a little, to re-focus on what is
most important and life-giving.  
 
Our hope is that the next weeks offer time to listen to
what God might be putting on your heart.
 
Lastly, we have added a section in our worship
service that we are calling "A God Moment."  In this
time of worship, different members of our
congregation are invited to the lectern for a few
minutes, to share a way that they have experienced
something bigger than themselves (aka "A time when
I felt God's presence," "An event that taught me a
bigger life lesson, where it seemed like God was in
the midst," etc.)
 
If you would be willing to offer a God Moment to the
congregation, please talk to me (or email
jim@orindachurch.org). The hope is to fill the
calendar from now through early-June.
 
Grateful for all of you!
Jim
 
Just in case:  Rev. Elizabeth Robinson is in
Boston for a book release, and is to fly out early

http://orindacommunitychurch.org
http://orindacommunitychurch.org
http://www.orindacommunitychurch.org/new-page-2/
https://www.cardonationservices.com/165/donate-a-car-Orinda-Community-Church/
https://www.pushpay.com/pay/orindachurch
http://orindachurch.org


Writers Group
Wed., March 20, 11 a.m., 

Fireside Room

  
Our theme this month: 

Scarcity & Abundance 
 
Contact jim@orindachurch.org with
questions. 

Celebrate Orinda Community Church
Artists 

In order to recognize and celebrate some of
our congregation's artists, an Art Show will
be installed in the sanctuary at OCC in
March. It will be up until at least Easter.
 
Come to the "Opening Reception" of this
show on Sunday March 24th right after
church. We will have food and music in the
Narthex right after the service and some of
the artists will be available to talk about
their work

 
March 24 Junior High Outing 

after the Art Show!
We'll play mini-golf or go rock climbing,
depending on your vote and the weather!

 
Our next meeting is Monday, March 25,
at 6:30 p.m. Food will be provided. Please
bring $10-15 to cover food costs, and a
drink to share. 
Come prepared to answer the question, 
"If I could sum up my life in 5 minutes or
late, this is what I would say..."  
RSVP to jim@orindachurch.org if you can
attend, and what you'll bring. 
Also, we need someone to host. Let Jim
know if you'd be up for it.

tomorrow morning to come to Orinda. A
snowstorm is currently approaching New
England, so we hope she makes it out without a
problem.  If any delays to her travel occur, and
Saturday's event needs to be postponed or
cancelled, we will send an eblast with
updated information. 

Memorial Service for Sally Chappell
There will be a celebration of the life of Sally Chappell on
Sunday, March 3, at 1:00 p.m. in the Chapel at
Orinda Community Church.  The family wanted those
who knew her well to know they were invited to attend
the service.

Associate Minister Candidating Weekend, 
March 2-3

Saturday, March 2  
3:00-5:30 p.m. Meet and Greet in the Church Narthex 
Come have some light snacks, and spend some time
meeting the candidate. There will be an introduction and
Q&A in the sanctuary at 4:00 p.m.
Evening
Candidate has dinner with the Search Committee,
Council, and Church Staff
 
Sunday, March 3
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship
Come participate in worship, where our candidate will
help lead the service, offer the sermon, and share in the
leading of communion.

5:00 p.m., Sunday March 3 
Church Celebration / Mardi Gras Party  

Come back to church for a celebration of this new
chapter in our church's life. Since Lent begins on
Wednesday, we figured it was time for a Mardi Gras
themed party!

We will provide the main dishes of rice and beans and
sausages.  
Beverages of all types will be available for purchase
(even Hurricanes), and we will take $ donations for the
food. 

Please bring in addition:  
A-M - salad 



Council Minutes 

 
February Minutes here

Mark your Calendars!
Summer Day Camp at O.C.C.

is coming up:
     

Mindful Littles Summer Jams

June 17-21
June 24-28

                                                           
               9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

More details coming soon.

  

Benefit Concert for 
Educational Foundation of Orinda

(EFO)

 
featuring our own Leslie Darwin O'Brien
who will be performing with Marc Levine.

Saturday March 9 at 7:00
Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, 

433 Moraga Way, Orinda
Tickets $20 Adult, $10 Student

http://www.orindaefo.org to buy tickets or
get them at the door

Interfaith Council of Contra Costa
County 
presents

International Women's Day
Panel Conversation

March 8, 7:30 pm
 at Orinda Community Church 

For more information/flyer click here 

AMAZON SMILE 

N-Z - side dish or dessert
 
We could use help both with set up, and with clean up. If
you'd be willing to have fun, move tables, stack chairs,
clean dishes, etc., please let Rev. Jim know
(jim@orindachurch.org).

Ash Wednesday Dinner and Service 
March 6, 2019, 6 pm, Board Room

 
We will start at 6:00 p.m. with a light supper in the
Board Room. 6:45 p.m. -  a time of music, prayer,
reflection, and imposition of ashes in the chapel.

RSVP to the office (office@orindachurch.org) 
by Tuesday, March 5

Lenten Book Study

 
Behold Your Life: A Pilgrimage Through Your
Memories, by Macrina Wiederkehr.
In this forty-day pilgrimage, Wiederkehr guides us to let
go of bitterness and blame and to prayerfully, simply
behold our lives.
 
There are several copies of this book in the church
narthex, available for purchase. We will convene a
couple times after worship to discuss our insights and
musings from the readings.

https://files.constantcontact.com/9849fb8e201/e3a025da-9df7-41ce-840d-2488b2471d7f.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9849fb8e201/cafe6dc1-4089-4ace-9985-0a9172b93026.pdf
mailto:office@orindachurch.org


When you  shop 'w ith a Smile', Amazon donates
0.5% of the purchase price to Orinda Community

Church. Bookmark the link
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1322187 and

support us every time you shop. 

 

 
In an attempt to expand the types of worship
experiences we offer - while celebrating the many gifts
and preferences of our congregation, and responding
to the feedback received from recent surveys and
conversations - we will be trying something new on the
morning of Sunday, March 17th. 
 
9:00 a.m. - Morning Song and Prayer in the Chapel
There will be a 45-minute service in the Chapel,
featuring a variety of music from our soloists.  This will
feel more like a "Matins Service", featuring various
prayers and readings, with much stunning music in-
between the various readings.   
 
9:45 a.m. - Breakfast in Fellowship Hall.  
This can serve as the conclusion of your morning at
church, an intermission, or the start of your worship
time.
 
10:15 a.m. -"People of Spirit" in Fellowship Hall.
Using some of the structure that "Women of Spirit" has
found so successful, and adding many of our own
tweaks, there will be conversation, singing, video, a
sermon, and more.  This service is intended for all
ages.
 
All are invited to attend either service - or both.  
 
9:00 a.m.      Morning Service of Song  & Prayer -     
                      Chapel 
9:45 a.m.-10:15 a.m. Breakfast in Fellowship Hall
10:15 a.m.                  People of Spirit - Fellowship Hall
 

Children and Youth Ministry 
Jeremiah the Bullfrog 

by Leslie O'Brien   

 
Hello everyone, (frogs and tadpoles alike, as we are an
Open and Affirming Church),
 
My name is Jeremiah and I'm a bullfrog. I hang out
under the Agape Learning Center and I have been so
happy to see you kids at church. I love that you are a
part of our church family.
I hope to spread joy in the world and help us Fully Rely
On God.  Get it? FROG!
 
I spy on you and I see that you are learning about JOY
during Children's Chapel.
We follow the example of J Jesus, love O - others and
Y - yourself...take care of yourself.  That's what joy

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1112006431881&a=1132200235702&ea=
http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1112006431881&p=oi


means to me.
It has been fun watching you pray in Chapel.  One of
my heroes, Anne Lamott says prayer is easy. Just say 
"Help, Thanks, Wow!"
David Stendahl Rast writes in his book, "Gratefulness
is the heart of prayer, "  and I am grateful to Nicole and
Mimi for doing a superb job of reading and for Maddie
for doing a wonderful job serving communion last
month.
 
For those of you who missed church, here's the scoop.
During February we talked about the movie,
"Groundhog Day" in which Bill Murray's character
relives a day. We thought of repetitive tasks we do in
our lives and how we can look for God in each one of
these.  Can I be grateful that I have a meal when I help
my parents set the table for dinner? Can I be grateful
for the clothes I wear when I put on my shirt?
 
Let's be grateful for the things in our lives that we take
for granted everyday.
 
Kids, here are some folks who need our extra loving
this month:
Allison who had an appendectomy.
Jim who is recovering from shoulder surgery.
Please pray for them.
 
Finally, I'm leaping with joy about our amazing teachers
in Agape.  Thank you Gail, Robin, Karen, Leslie S.,
Allison, Amy, Hilly, Elisabeth and Nancy.  The topics we
covered in Sunday School recently are: Jesus praying
on a mountain top, the parables of the mustard seed
and the prodigal son, how everyone is welcome at
God's table, the shepherd searching for the lost sheep
and the woman searching for a lost coin.  We talked
about Moses and Elijah and how we can say yes when
God asks us to help make the world better.
 
Kiddos, I'm about to take a swim in a pond, but before I
leave my pad, let's think about the ripple effects we
have as a church. What are YOU doing to spread
God's love during the week?
 
Friends, rely on God.
With love,
Jeremiah, The Bullfrog

Yosemite Weekend May 17-19
Reserve your Cabin Now!

Our annual trip to Yosemite is coming up!
We have reservations  units in Yosemite's rustic
Housekeeping Camp---a cross between car-camping
and a motel. Each unit/cabin sleeps up to 4 people. We
reserved 15 cabins, $250 each. 
This all-ages weekend includes fun free-time activities
on Saturday, a Saturday night cocktail party (please



bring an appetizer to share), and then fellowship and
singing around the campfire. And a church service by
the river on Sunday morning. 
To sign up, please get a check to the church office by
March 31(made out to "Orinda Community Church",
with "Yosemite" in the memo line).  Simply let us know
how many cabins you want to reserve, your name, and
your email/phone #.  If you have friends who you think
would enjoy this weekend, feel free to invite them to
reserve a cabin.
Questions: talk to Rev. Jim, Craig Taatjes
(taatjes@earthlink.net), or Allison Skidgel
(allison@skidgel.com).

All-Church  Service Trip 
Back Bay Mission,

Biloxi, MS
The week of June 9-15, 2019

In an effort to serve the world, support the U.C.C., and
learn more about other parts of the world, we will
sending a group from Orinda Community Church for a
week of serving with Back Bay Mission, a United
Church of Christ ministry in the Gulf Coast. We will be
part of a housing rehabilitation ministry, food pantry,
and day center, while learning about poverty on the
Mississippi Gulf Coast. We will also have a chance to
explore the food and culture of the region, with an extra
day or two in New Orleans. Information packages
here, registration form here. The trip is open to
everyone ages 14 and older, and more info is available
at www.thebackbaymission.org.

Green New Deal 
A Message from OCC's Green Team 

https://files.constantcontact.com/9849fb8e201/f2c21025-a98c-4558-9ebc-d2669a71901f.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9849fb8e201/271507f7-fce0-4c51-8a7b-8855ac5a6fe4.docx


In the news recently there has
been mention of a Green New
Deal proposed by U.S.
Representative Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez and U.S. Senator
Ed Markey. This document is a
non-binding set of proposed

economic stimulus programs that aim to address
climate change and economic inequality. The name
refers to the social reforms and economic work projects
of then-President Roosevelt in response to the Great
Depression. The GND combines an economic approach
with programs of renewable energy and resource
efficiency.
In summary (based on the Sierra Club's newsletter
article) the Ocasio-Cortez/Markey 5-point resolution
calls for the Federal Government to:
* Achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emissions through a
fair and just transition to renewable energy by 2030,
* Create jobs and ensure economic security for all
people of the U.S.,
* Invest in infrastructure and industry to sustainably meet
the challenges of the 21st century,
* Secure for all people clean air and water, climate
resiliency, healthy food, accessibility to nature and a
sustainable environment, and
* Promote justice and equity by stopping current historic,
and preventing future, oppression of vulnerable
communities.
There is widespread concern and support for
recognizing the impact of our culture on the environment
across political, religious, and environmental agencies.
Perhaps a quote from UCC minister Rev. Peter Sawtell
sums up the job that lies before us: "Clinging to progress
(growing the economy and technology, having more
'stuff', etc.) will doom us; evolution [and transformation]
can open fresh possibilities."
Please check the Mercy & Justice kiosk in the Narthex
for copies of the Sierra Club article and other information
and please keep in mind the Calendar of Coming Events
as follows:
March 22: Water Day
April 5-14: Interfaith Power & Light Climate Action Week.

On behalf of the OCC Green Team, and in Christ's
service,
Dottie Hutch

Copyright © 2017. All Rights Reserved.

Orinda Community Church | |  office@orindachurch.org http://orindacommunitychurch.org
10 Irwin Way

Orinda, CA 94563
925.254-4906

mailto:office@orindachurch.org
http://orindachurch.org

