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Jim's Reflection

Dear Friends of Orinda Community Church,

One of my favorite times of the church year is the weekend after
Labor Day. 

Churches tend to move in seasons, and this time between Fall Kick
Off and Christmas is a wonderful 1/3 of the year. Excitement brews
as we plan and prepare during the summer months. Then the choir
comes back to the chancel, the Order of Worship and Neighbor fills
with activities, and as summer travel wanes, more people come
back to sit in the pews.

There has been a palpable energy at church this summer; moreso
than other summers in my memory here. Many of our visitors have
become regular attenders, and attendance has stayed regular and
strong. The addition of Reverend Elizabeth Robinson to our staff,
and often having more than one soloist on a given Sunday, probably
has much to do with this. Whatever the reason, I am excited about
what this year holds for our church.

One event of the summer was the OCC Leadership Retreat, and
more about the outcomes will be introduced in months ahead.
However, a couple takeaways for me were 1.) that we are on the
right track, and want to do a better job of sharing our presence and
ministry. This can be through the recording of our worship services
(to be shared on social media), word of mouth, and new and
creative channels; and 2.) that we deeply desire to keep caring for
each other and the world through service, care, justice, and
phenomenal worship.

As you can see from this month's Neighbor, the life of our church is
speeding up. I look forward to what is ahead of us.

Glad to be on the journey with you,
Jim

* Much gratitude for Tom Norris, Peter Hartdegen, John Creech,

http://orindacommunitychurch.org
http://orindacommunitychurch.org
http://www.orindacommunitychurch.org/new-page-2/
https://www.cardonationservices.com/165/donate-a-car-Orinda-Community-Church/
https://www.pushpay.com/pay/orindachurch
http://orindachurch.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/9849fb8e201/0f062c2b-6318-4e95-91dc-7c1ea41c27b8.docx


Please send love and prayers to
Kelsey Petersen who is getting

married to Kevin Beebe this
weekend!

 
Support Group  

Saturday, September 14,  
10:00 a.m., Fireside Room 

We offer confidential sharing and
support. Facilitated by Lee
Cruise.   

     Women of Spirit
     Tues., Sept. 17, 7:00 p.m., 

     Fellowship Hall

  

Women of Spirit is a monthly
gathering of inclusive, curious
women seeking connection,
shared learning and growth 
with other women of  diverse faith
traditions.
We are not affiliated with any 
religious institution, and are open
to all. For more info, visit 
www.womenofspiritlamorinda.org

Women's Spirituality Group
Thursday, September 19
6:30 - 8:00 p.m., Library

Please join us for reflection,
prayer and friendship as we
discuss "Feeling the Holy
Spirit" in times of transition.
Bring a beverage or snack to
share or just show up! RSVP to
ldarwinobrien@yahoo.com by
Sept. 18.

 

Lunch and Discussion
Wednesday, Sept. 19, 

11:30 a.m., Board Room

and Les Simmonds, who continue to tackle various projects at
church. This month has been exceptionally busy, as gas and water
lines need to be replaced, and the light fixtures in the sanctuary are
repaired. The creativity and commitment are a wonder to behold.

This Sunday, Sept. 8, after worship
                         All-Church Picnic 
       @ Kennedy Grove/East Bay Regional Park,

Hitching Post 

Come join others from church as we enjoy good food, friendship,
and some really large trees. There will be games in the field, and

tables for sitting and chatting.

Please bring $5-10 per person for provided lunch and $5 for
parking.. All you need to bring is yourself.

Just head up San Pablo Dam Road for about 7 miles, and turn right
into Kennedy Grove Regional Recreation Area. The Hitching Post
picnic area is almost immediately to the right once you enter the

park.

Weekly Contemplative Worship Services 
Wednesday evenings, starting September 11

 

We will start with a light meal at 6:15 in the Fellowship Hall and then
hold the service at 7:00 in the Chapel. Attending the dinner is
optional, but be sure to come in plenty of time in order to get a
parking space, as other organizations use the church on
Wednesday nights. 
Contemplative worship is a brief service, with plenty of silence and
weekly communion.

Sunday, Sept 15, after Worship
OSV Hillside Update

A conversation and update on what is happening with the Orinda
Senior Village Foundation's process of creating housing

http://www.womenofspiritlamorinda.org


The inevitability of
aging, and
entering new
phases of life, is
something 
that every person
faces. Over the
course of the next
year, Rev. Jim and

Rev. Elizabeth will be leading
conversations that come out of
the book "Aging as a Spiritual
Practice". These discussions will
be held over the lunch hour (on  a
weekday once a month, starting
in September), and also another
time (TBD).

There are several copies of the
book in the church library that
you can buy, 
or pick one up on your favorite
device.  And sessions will be
designed so you can participate
even if you haven't read.

Writers Group
Wed., September 25,

11:00 a.m., 
Fireside Room

  
All welcome, whether you use a
prompt or not! Just bring some
of your writing to share.

Two suggested prompts:.
 
1. Mix up your genres!  If you
are writing prose, try adding a
segment of poetry into the
prose
or, vice versa, if you are writing
a poem, consider adding in a
little prose section.

2. Add social and/or historical
context to a personal reflection.
 What was happening in the
larger world during a time that
something significant was
happening in your life?  Movies?
Political events?
Natural phenomenon,
disasters?  Advertising jingles?
 Celebrity weddings?  Adding
such details can reveal 
a lot to the reader about the
world in which you were living
and having your own
experiences.

Contact Elizabeth for writing
samples from Michael

opportunities on our upper hillside.

 

Back Bay Mission trip
Shareholders lunch

Sunday, Sept. 15, Noon @ OCC

Thank You!!!
Because of your generosity, 9 representatives of Orinda
Community Church traveled to Biloxi, MS to work with the United
Church of Christ's Gulf Coast agency: Back Bay Mission.

While there, we worked on construction projects, served at a soup
kitchen, helped in a food pantry, hosted a food bank, and learned a
great deal about poverty, service, and the call to live lives that make
a difference.
Now we want to say thank you!

For all of you who bought stock in us, and invested in this
experience, we hope you can join us for a time of food, pics,
sharing experiences, and a little gift giving.  

If you were unable to purchase stock the first time around,
you still have a chance! Donation is $25/share, and if you
purchase $100 or more, you are entered in the raffle to win
great prizes!!

What: New Orleans Fare and Stories of our trip to Biloxi, MS
When: Sunday, September 15, Noon
Where: Orinda Community Church, Fellowship Hall
RSVP to jim@orindachurch.org or office@orindachurch.org.

2nd hour Forum: Poverty and Housing 

mailto:jim@orindachurch.org
mailto:office@orindachurch.org


Ondaatje's 
Running in the Family.

Help Needed!
All-Church Cleanup Day
Sat., Sept. 28, 9:00 - noon

  Our campus has many areas,
inside and outside, that need

help/and or cleaning.
Please contact Karen Sanford
(ksanford227@gmail.com) if

you are able to help. 

Sponsor a Quilt on Sunday,
Sept. 29!

Once again our colorful quilts
for children will be on display
in the sanctuary. Come and
see! After the service, pick
your favorite, donate $15, and
sign a sponsor tag. The
Sewing Circle will tag the quilt
and donate it to a young child
at Christmas via the Berkeley
CEID (Center for Early
Intervention on Deafness).
The sponsorship donations
help the Sewing Circle buy
essential quilt supplies to
continue making the quilts.

Save the Date!
Next Men's Group 

Thurs., Oct 3, 6:30 p.m. 
at Jim's house.

  

Next Book Group 
Sunday, Oct. 6 

Palestine: Peace Not
Apartheid, by Jimmy Carter

Lifelong Learning and Spiritual
Formation will offer a couple
sessions this upcoming fall that
address issues facing the Middle

Sept. 22., 11:30 a.m.
A presentation and discussion with members of the Multi-Faith
Action Coalition, and a report on what was learned at the August
gathering.

Faith Journey
A chance to hear from Eartha Newsong 

Sun., Sept. 29. 11:30 a.m.

 
We learn about her journey of recognizing where God has been
speaking in her life, where she has listened and not listened,
searched and been led, had doors opened and closed, and
ultimately found blessings. Come be moved by Eartha's amazing
story.

Interested in learning more about Orinda Community Church? 

Think you'd like to understand more about
membership and how to become involved? Want to
hear more about the clergy, understand the church's
history and vision, and get to know others here at
O.C.C.?

          Do you like free breakfast?

Please join us for a 2-session Inquirer's Gathering
Sunday Oct. 6 and Oct. 13

8:30-9:45 a.m., Fireside Room
Light breakfast treats will be provided.

With questions, or to RSVP: Rev. Jim (jim@orindachurch.org)

CHILDREN & YOUTH NEWS

mailto:ksanford227@gmail.com


East. We will begin with a
discussion of Jimmy Carter's
book, which is a good primer on
the Israel and Palestine conflict.
There are several copies of the
book in the library and narthex.

Sun., October 13
Walnut Creek Civic Park

Gazebo
Register: 1:00 p.m.

Walk: 1:30 p.m. (3k or 4.5 k)

 
Let's fight against hunger

together!

CROP Hunger Walks are
community-wide events that

bring people together in a
common mission: helping

hungry people at home and
around the world. Please let

Leslie know if you are attending
(lesliedarwino@gmail.com).

Coming Soon . . . 
 

OKTOBERFEST 
and SILENT AUCTION

 
         SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27 
           right after church

in Fellowship Hall 
 
The auction will feature FEASTS
(theme dinner parties, picnics,
brunches) ADVENTURES
(condos at the beach, museum
tours, frequent flier miles),
SERVICES (airport
transportation, music lessons,
wine tasting), and ITEMS 
(art work, tickets, electronics
etc.) 
 
Now is the time to get your
creative juices flowing to see
what YOU might have to offer. 
And definitely SAVE THE DATE!

Find your donation forms here. 

Stay tuned for details!

 
Senior High Youth

will be cheesecaking and chatting at The Cheesecake Factory in
WC on Sunday, September 22 at noon. Please bring $10 to help
cover the cost of lunch.  We'll be discussing the Golden Rule and
the Platinum Rule. We will make cards for some of the children in
El Paso, Texas Elementary Schools.  Please RSVP to Leslie at
925-285-0996.

Jr. High Youth
will hear amazing Eartha on September 29. Then we'll head over to
Saffron Indian Restaurant in Orinda Theater Square.  Please bring
$10 to help cover the cost of lunch.  Please RSVP to Leslie at 925-
285-0996

Dear Church families with elementary school children,
We're so excited about the fall program.  Well be diving in to stories
about building a temple and we'll learn from  Paul, Aquila, Priscilla
and Ezekiel! We'll be singing songs in Children's Chapel.  The third
Sunday we'll focus on serving others, especially people who may
not have enough to eat or a place to live.  

We're also excited about our new Air Hockey Table in the Agape
Learning Center. Thank you to Miss Gail (who loves our children in
the nursery) for finding this table and to Tim and Charlie O'Brien,
Jim Brommers Bergquist , as well as kids from Holden High School
who helped carry it!

 

Brunch/Open House/Raffle Prizes/And More
RSVP (for free) HoldenHigh.org50th

https://files.constantcontact.com/9849fb8e201/a5992eef-8ffb-466d-b501-a7ccc289f061.pdf
http://holdenhigh.org50th


AMAZON SMILE 
When you  shop 'w ith a Smile', Amazon
donates 0.5% of the purchase price to
Orinda Community Church. Bookmark

the link
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-

1322187 and support us every time you
shop. 
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